Kabulamema,

Zambia.

What is your goal in life?

Christmas 2013

The children of the Falconer Home in Zambia have a
new set of goals thanks to a very generous gift. At
Christmas
time we
remember the
birth of Jesus
Christ, God’s
gift to our
world. If we
accept this
gift it will give
us a new goal
in our lives as we seek to serve and follow the teaching of Jesus.
Thank you everyone who prayed for Martina Rappenecker, a church friend, who we left at the
Children’s Home. Here is a short report of her stay.
“Mama Martina, Mama Martina!”
For 11 weeks I was a guest in The Falconer Home Kabulamema. Here I lived amongst 80 children and
youngsters, met dedicated staff who looked and cared for the children and run the day to day business of the
home and made lots of friends within the village. I was well received by the children and adults who made me
welcome and feel ‘at home’. Yes, sometimes I experienced difficulties, but mostly because I did not have
enough insight into the purpose of some practical routines. How much I loved it when the children called me
‘Mama Martina’, especially as I never had children. It was not always easy to communicate as I am a slow
learner to acquire the local language. However, toddlers are able to express their needs and emotions clearly
without words. I was ‘speechless’, but tried to comfort them with simple signs of attention and love.
The older children were proud to use their English language skills, however small, and I often needed to run
for help to Kenneth Tito in the kitchen so he could translate between us. Even older children thrive on
individual attention. There were lots of opportunities. When children were ill they could sleep in my bedroom
and eat porridge and mash potato. Problems with school work we tried to master together. In the case of
boredom I handed out skipping ropes, games and colouring pencils. But like every Mama I encouraged the
children to help with household tasks, be on time in
school, do their homework and not quarrel with each
other. You see everyday family life, just on a bigger
scale.
On two occasions we assembled the teenagers
together and discussed their ambitions and the future
plans for their lives and how we could try to achieve
these aims. What a challenge to us to help the
youngsters achieve something in their lives.
At the beginning of my stay I only knew them as 80
boys and girls of different ages; after 11 weeks I left
behind Mercy, June, John, Kajumbo, Prince, Kutemba,
Mahumba, Lilias, Faith, Innocent, Isaac and ……….

Latest news from Simon.
Simon’s nephew, Clarks, is being a great help to him as he is dealing with a lot of the administrative work,
both at the Home and with the authorities in Kabompo and Ndola. Earlier in the summer Clarks was involved in
a motorbike accident resulting in a lot of dental work. He was a pillion passenger when the bike ran into an oxcart, in the dark, while returning home from Kabompo.
Miriam has at last passed her maths exam and is enrolled on the course to update her S.E.N. to the more
recognised S.R.N. She will begin her two year training in Ndola in January. Simon is already taking steps, with
Clarks help, to cover her absence.
Martin, Luke's son, has completed his teacher training and has sadly against his wishes been posted away
from the Home. We wish him well but hope that a way will be made for him to return soon.
Kelvin, the husband of Lucette, Joseph Chindele’s daughter, hopes to start mechanics training with ‘Mechanics
for Africa’ in the New Year. When he graduates he will be able to take on the responsibility for the Homes
vehicles.
The Zambian Government has requested all charities to re-register in
Parcels ready to go
order for them to be exempt from import tax duty. An exemption certificate
will then be issued. As this certificate has not yet been issued to the
Children’s Home it has resulted in massive delays in our goods reaching the
Home. We would like to thank everyone that has been praying for this
situation. During our trip this year we were able to include a visit to our
parcel carriers, Hill & Delamain, Zambia, at their offices in Ndola. It was
arranged that when our goods are released by the Zambian Revenue
Agency (ZRA) they will immediately be transported to Kabompo. We are
pleased to report that two batches, each of 80 parcels have been released,
without the exemption certificate being issued, and should be at the
Children’s Home by the end of November. God is good!
Since Simon and Miriam visited the ‘Oil of Joy’ Orphanage and farm in
June, Miriam has bought two ‘landrace’ female piglets. She took them to the Children’ Home in shoe boxes on
her lap in the back seat of their vehicle. They have already become “woppers” and very soon a boar will be
found for breeding purposes. Simon hopes for 18 piglets per litter. Their chickens are doing really well with
about 120 chicks. Proper housing now has to be found for these projects to prosper.
We would like to take this opportunity to express our grateful thanks to all the supporters of the Children’s
Home for the goods and finances that enable the work started by Miss Falconer to continue, sometimes in very
trying circumstances. The harvest goods and
knitted clothing have been exceptional this
year.
Please continue praying with us for Simon,
Miriam, Clarks and their team of dedicated
workers as they continue to care for those
young people who have lost parents. Also
that the exemption certificate will soon be
granted so that our parcelled goods will not
be delayed in reaching the Home. This will
free up precious funds for important projects.
May God bless everyone for their continue
support and love.

All the Trustees of the Falconer Trust thank everyone
for their love and continued support and wish everyone

A very Happy Christmas and a God Blessed New Year
Terry : Phil : Geoff : Den : Bob: Richard : Ken & Pat.
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