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The words of Jesus are very familiar to most of us “Let the
children come to me - do not stop them.” One of our memories
of Miss Falconer is her saying “I will never refuse help to a
child that is in need.” The Welcome sign outside the Children’s
Home carries another of Jesus' sayings - “ Whoever receives a
little child in my name, receives
me.” The question was once
asked of Simon “What will you
do when the Home is full?” His
reply was “No one refused me!”
This question has never been
repeated! Two days into our
visit this year a phone call was received telling us of twins that
needed collecting from the junction at the main road, some ten
miles away. They were being brought to the home by their grand
mother and an aunt and were very hungry. Their mother had died
of malaria three months after giving birth by caesarian section to
triplets, one child did not survive the birth. Thus a girl called ‘Faith’ and a boy called ‘Innocent’
joined the family, for the time being at least, some of our children will go back to their relatives
when their extended families can support them.
This year we had the privilege of
visiting Chitokoloki Mission Hospital,
the hospital where Miss Falconer first
nursed after arriving in Zambia
(Northern Rhodesia). We walked down
the raised path that still leads to the
leper colony and can be recognised in the old black and white
photos of the late 1940’s. This is where the family started in
1947, and with six baby boys moved to Kabulamema in 1949.
At the Children’s Home a ‘pre-school’ class is held each morning.
Martin, Luke’s son, is helped by Marion and Clinton. The children
are taught English as they play in the sunshine singing “Catch the
tombe”, (their word for rat), running after each other just as we did
in days gone by. After a time of playing
outside, the children go back into the
classroom and with chalk and small
blackboards learn to spell and write
their names. School starts in Zambia at
the age of seven and consists of 12
grades, pupils going up to the next
grade when they obtain a pass in the
grade they are in.

Grade four and above
are taught in English so
a good understanding of
our language is a great
help.

Water work is progressing at Kabulamema. The new single phase
pump is now fitted to its cage that has been welded from lengths of
steel, ready to be sunk in the river. A trench has been dug from the
river to the water tower and a new pipe and cable laid. Installation
checks have now to be carried out, we hope that there
are no leaks in the old pipes in the main house. Wellies
may well be needed!!
The maize harvest is
gathered in by young and
old. Simon and a group
of teenagers are
Seeing Miriam
collecting the cobs ready
with a bottle of
for transporting to the
lotion, dosing
store at the Home.
the heads of the
school children reminded me of my own days in the school hall when we were all lined up for
the regular visit of the ‘nit nurse’. Zambian children suffer the same treatment and after a special
shampoo Chandra is there to give them all a good
combing.

After spending two weeks with the children at Kabulamema, Simon and Miriam, together with
Justin, Eddy, Ken and Pat travelled to Ndola to carry out much needed visits to Barclays Bank
and our freight carriers, Hill & Delamain.We are pleased to report that both of these visits were
very succsesful and Hill & Delamain have promised to transport our parcels to Kabompo (only 35
miles from Kabulamema). We are praying that at last our big transport problem has been
resolved. Visits were also made to two other orphanages, The Oil of Joy Orphanage in Ndola and
The Faith Foundation in Kitwe. Both were very different. The Oil fof Joy had 10 girls at a house
in town and 10 boys at a farm just outside in a rural location. Simon was particularly interested in
the farm as it has a banana cash crop, fish ponds and a hammer mill for flour production which
has a by-product of animal feed. The Faith Foundation
supports youngsters that have finished grade 12 by giving
them training in carpentry and needlework. We also visited
Mechanics for Africa which offers a two year course of
training in motor engineering to City and Guilds standard.
We are hopeful that some of our children will be able to train
there after they complete their schooling. Martina, from our
church, accompanied us to Kabulamema and will be there
until the 9th August. She is helping with the small children.
Please keep her on your prayer list.
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